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1714.01 Legal Authorization

This District is created pursuant to the foll ow ng
Pennsyl vani a | egi sl ati on:

a. Article I, Section 27, of the Pennsylvania
Constitution, which states:

The people have a right to clean air, pure water,
and to the preservation of the natural, scenic,
hi storic and aesthetic values of the environment.
Pennsyl vani a's public natural resources are the
common property of all the people, including
generations yet to cone. As trustees of these
resources, the Commonweal th shall conserve and
mai ntain themfor the benefit of all the people.

b. Act of June 13, 1961, Public Law 282, No. 167,
as anended, which states:

(1) For the purpose of protecting those historic
areas within our great Commonweal th, which
have a distinctive character recalling the
rich architectural and historical heritage
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Pennsyl vani a, and of nmeking them a source of
inspiration to our people by awakening
interest in our historic past, and to
pronote the general welfare, education and
culture of the communities in which these
distinctive historical areas are |ocated,
all counties, cities except cities of the
first class, boroughs, incorporated towns
and townshi ps, are hereby authorized to
create and define, by ordinance, a historic
district or districts within the geographic
[imts of such political subdivision; and

(2) Any governing body in determ ning whether or
not to certify to the appropriateness of the
erection, reconstruction, alteration,
restoration, denolition or razing of any
buil ding, in whole or in part, shall
consi der the effect which the proposed
change wi Il have upon the general historic
and architectural nature of the district.
The governing body shall pass upon the
appropri ateness of exterior architectural
features which can be seen froma public
street or way, only, and shall consider the
general design, arrangenent, texture,
materi al and col or of the building or
structure and the relation of such factors
to simlar features of buildings and
structures in the district.

1714. 02 Short Title

The ordi nance shall be known as the Hi storic
Conservation District O di nance.

1714. 03 Pur poses

It is the purpose and intent of the Cty of Bethlehem
to pronote, protect, enhance, and preserve historic
resources and traditional community character for the
educational, cultural, economc and general welfare of the
public through the preservation, protection and regul ation
of buildings and areas of historic interest or inportance
within the Cty; to safeguard the heritage of the Cty by
preserving and regulating districts which reflect elenents
of its cultural, social, economc, political, and
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architectural history; to preserve and enhance the
environmental quality of neighborhoods; to foster economc
devel opnent; to strengthen the City's econony by the
stinmulation of tourism to establish and inprove property
values; to foster civic pride in the beauty and
acconplishnents of the City's past; and to preserve and
protect the cultural, historical and architectural assets
of the Cty which have been determned to be of |ocal,
state or national significance.

1714. 04 Definitions

a. For the purpose of this Odinance, all words used
in the present tense include the future tense. Al words
in the plural nunber include the singular nunber, and al
words in the singular nunber include the plural nunber,
unl ess the natural construction of the word clearly
i ndi cates otherw se. The nmasculi ne gender includes the
fem ni ne and neuter genders, and the fem nine gender
i ncl udes the masculine and neuter genders. The word "shall"
is mandatory. The word "used" includes "designated,
i ntended, built or arranged to be used."” Wrds not defined
bel ow shall have the neani ngs given in Wbster's Unabri dged
Dictionary.

b. Accessory Structure - A structure |ocated on the
sanme |lot which is customarily incidental and subordinate to
the principal building or structure.

C. All ey, Common - A right-of-way intended to be
used for vehicular and/ or pedestrian access primarily to
the rear yards of two or nore |ots and not owned or
accepted for dedication by the Cty of Bethlehem

d. Alteration - Any visual or physical change to a
bui l ding, including the repair, replacenent, or addition of
any exterior structural, decorative or accessory elenent or
feature, but excluding denolition, new construction,
reconstruction or renoval of any character-defining
architectural elenents of any building or part thereof.

e. Appurtenance - A subordi nate conponent or
structural feature, such as a porch, attached and affi xed
with the intent of permanence to a principal structure.

f. Building - A structure, enclosed and isol ated by
exterior walls and roof and permanently affixed to the | and,
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that is used for residential, comercial, institutional,
i ndustrial, or public purposes, including principal and
accessory buildings, regardl ess of whether designed for
human use or occupancy.

g. Building Permt - An approval docunent signed by
the Building Oficial or Inspector Codes Adm nistrator
aut horizing the construction, alteration, reconstruction,
repair, restoration, denolition or razing of all or part of
any bui | di ng.

h. Building Permt Application - The request filed
by a property owner, equitable owner or developer with the
Building Oficial/lnspector or Codes Adm ni strator seeking
authorization to erect, alter, reconstruct, repair,
restore, denolish, or raze all or part of any buil ding.

i Building Oficial - A nmunicipal enployee of or
i ndividual retained by the City designated as the
i ndi vi dual who enforces conpliance of the Gty of
Bet hl ehem Bui | di ng Code and issues permts for the
erection, alteration, reconstruction, repair, restoration,
denolition or razing of all or part of any building or
structure within the nunicipality.

] - Certificate of Appropriateness - The approval
statenent signed by the Gty Council which certifies to the
hi storical appropriateness of a particular request for
the erection, alteration, reconstruction, repair,
restoration, denolition or razing of all or part of any
buil ding or structure within a historic or conservation
district.

k. Conpl eted Application - An application for a
certificate of appropriateness that confornms to submttal
requi renments for Historic Conservation Comm ssion review.

l. Denolition - The dismantling, tearing down or
razing of all or part of any building or structure,
i ncludi ng the permanent renoval of character-defining
architectural elenents, such as porches and porticos.

m Erection - Construction, assenbling, or
installation of a building or structure on the ground or on
a building or structure.
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n. Historic Conservation District - That geographic
area of the City of Bethlehemidentified and delineated by
the Gty Council, pursuant to Section 2, PA Act 167-1961
as anended, in order to protect and enhance Bet hl eheni s
physi cal attractiveness and historic quality, in accordance
with the Gty's Conprehensive Plan; to preserve the overal
character of older built-up areas and nei ghbor hoods,
wi t hout the enphasis placed on preserving historical
architectural detailing of buildings, as exists in the
Central BethlehemH storic District; and to preserve for
future generations significant buildings and structures
reflective of Bethlehems historic devel opnent and past
architectural styles.

0. Hi storic Conservation Conm ssion - The official
revi ew board appointed by Gty Council pursuant to Section
3 of Act 167-1961, as anended, authorizing the appointnent
of a Board of Historic Architectural Review, which is
charged with the responsibility to recomrend to Gty
Council, follow ng deliberations at public neetings, the
approval, with conditions or denial of Certificates of
Appropriateness for regulated activities.

p. Hi storic Preservation Specialist - A nunicipal
enpl oyee or individual retained by the Gty neeting the
pr of essi onal and educational qualifications of 36 CFR 61
as required by the Certified Local Governnent Program and
designated as the individual responsible for advising the
Hi storic Conm ssion and applicants/property owners
regarding regul ated activities within the Historic
Conservation District.

qg. Hi storic Conservation District - That geographic
area of the City of Bethlehem created by Bethl ehem
Ordi nance No. 3952, as anended by Ordi nance 3972, wherein
any and all changes to buil dings, structures, or
appurtenances visible froma public way are subject to
revi ew and approval by Gty Council.

r. Mai nt enance - work that does not alter the
exterior fabric or features of a building or structure and
has no material effect on the historic, archaeological, or
architectural or cultural significance to a building or
structure.

s. New Construction - Construction which is
characterized by the introduction of new el enents,
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bui |l di ngs, structures or additions to existing buildings
and structures.

t. Plot Plan - A drawing or map, drawn to scal e,
show ng existing and proposed structures and ot her
I nprovenents.

u. Preservation - Actions taken to prevent or keep a
structure from decay or degradation

V. Principal Structure - Building(s) or structure(s)
in which is conducted the principal, or primary use(s) of
alot.

W. Public Way - A street that has been dedicated to
and accepted by the Cty of Bethl ehem and has been pl aced
on the Oficial Cty (Street) Plan.

X. Reconstruction - The act or process of
reproduci ng by new construction the exact form and det ai
of a vani shed building, structure, or object, or a part
thereof, as it appeared at a specific period of tine but
not necessarily of original material.

y. Regul ated Activity - Any activity requiring
review and recommendation by the Hi storic Conservation
Comm ssi on and approval by Cty Council for the issuance of
a Certificate of Appropriateness in the Hstoric
Conservation District.

Z. Repair - The process of rehabilitation which
warrants additional work beyond nai ntenance. Repair
includes, but is not limted to, patching, piecing in,
splicing, consolidating or otherwi se reinforcing materials.

aa. Replacenent - To install new materials or
conponents in place of existing materials or conponents,
such as renoving existing windows or doors and installing
new wi ndows or doors, regardl ess of whether the sane
mat eri al and design or a different material or design.

bb. Restoration - The process of accurately
recovering the formand details of a property as it
appeared at a specific period of tinme by neans of renoval
of later work and the replacenent of work m ssing fromthe
peri od.
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cc. Setback - The distance froma property line of a
| ot or parcel to the principal or secondary facade of a
bui Il ding or edge of a structure.

dd. Structure - Any man-nmade object, including
bui | di ngs, having an ascertai nable stationary |ocation,
whet her or not affixed to the land or to an existing
buil di ng or structure, excluding paved areas. For the
purposes of this Ordinance, a sign greater than 200 square
feet in area, whether it is free standing or affixed to a
buil ding or other structure, advertising services or
products unrelated to the use of the property or building
where it is |located shall be considered a structure.

ee. Use - The specific purpose for which | and,
structure, building, or a unit within a structure or
buil ding is arranged, designed, intended, occupied or

mai nt ai ned.
1714. 05 Delineation of Hi storic Conservation District

a. The City of Bethlehem Conservation District shal
consi st of the geographic area included in the CB, CG and
RG Zoning Districts in Wards 2, 3, 4, and 5 of the Gty of
Bet hl ehem and the Historic Conservation District, at the
time of the adoption of this O dinance, as shown on the
map, dated March 25, 1999, revised August 26, 1999, in
accordance with approval of the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Conm ssion (PHMC), and further revised Novenber 16,
1999, attached hereto, marked as Exhibit "A" and on
Description of Land, marked as Exhibit "B", nade a part
hereof. (Ord. 3972 - Passed 11/16/99; Od. 3989 Passed
2/ 1/ 00.)

b. The official H storic Conservation District Map
shall be located in the office of the Building Oficial and
made avail able for public inspection.

1714. 06 Hi storic Conservation Menbership

a. A Historic Comm ssion is hereby established and
is conposed of seven (7) nenbers appoi nted by the Mayor of
the Gty of Bethlehemand confirned by Bethlehem City
Council. One menber shall be a registered architect, one
menber a |icensed real estate broker, one nmenber a building
i nspector, and the remaining four (4) nmenbers shall be
persons with knowl edge of and interest in historic
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preservation and nei ghborhood conservation/revitalization,
with a mninmumof two (2) nenbers as appointed residing
within South Side Bethlehem and additionally, with a

m ni mum of two (2) nenbers as appoi nted maintaining
business interests wthin South Side Bethlehem (Od. 3972
- Passed 11/16/99.)

b. The term of each nenber shall be three years, or
until his successor is appointed, except that the terns of
the nmenbers first appointed pursuant to this O dinance
shal|l be so fixed that no nore than three nenbers shall be
reappoi nted or replaced during any one cal endar year. (Ord.
4007 - Passed 5/2/00)

C. The position of any nmenber appointed in his
capacity of architect, broker, inspector or resident who
ceases to fulfill this requirenent of menbership shall be
automatically considered vacant. An appointnent to fill a

vacancy shall be only for the unexpired portion of the
term

d. A mgjority of the appointed nenbers shal
constitute a quorum and action taken at any neeting shal
require the affirmative vote of a majority of the
Comm ssi on nmenbers present at the neeting. Except that, if
one or nore positions is vacant at the tinme of official
action, a quorumshall be no less than four (4) people;
and, in the case of an even nunber of nenbers present
because of vacancy or absence, a tie vote shall indicate
deni al .

e. It shall be the duty of each Comm ssion nenber to
publicly announce any conflict of interest in connection
wi th any application or other official action before the
Comm ssion. Wien a conflict of interest has been
identified, the nenber shall not participate in the
di scussion, deliberation or voting on the matter, and
shall, if requested by a magjority of the Conm ssion,
tenporarily absent hinself fromthe neeting.

f. Any Conm ssion nenber may be renoved for
m sconduct or w ongdoi ng, unlawful execution of this
Ordinance, or failure to performhis responsibilities
pursuant to Ordi nance, or for other just cause by a
majority vote of the City Council, but not before he has
been given the opportunity of a hearing to defend to any
all eged infractions of this Odinance.
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1714. 07 Powers and Duties of the Historic Conservation
Conmmi ssi on

a. Advi sory Rol e, Mandatory - The Historic
Conservation Comm ssion shall have the follow ng
responsibilities:

(1) review applications for regulated activities
listed in Section 9 of this Odinance;

(1i) consider the financial feasibility of its
recommendat i ons based on cost estinmates and ot her
financi al docunentation provided by the applicant when
necessary;

(ii1) submt witten recomendations to City
Council regarding the advisability of issuing any
Certificate of Appropriateness prior to the issuance
of a building permt by the Building Oficial.

(1) Recommendations Regarding Certificates of
Appropri ateness - The Conm ssion shall base its
recommendat i ons of approval, conditional
approval, or denial to Gty Council on the
fol | ow ng:

(i) the appropriateness of frontal exterior
architectural features which can be seen
froma public street or way, only, including
t he general design, arrangenent, texture,
and materials of the building or structure
and the relation of such factors to simlar
features of buildings and structures of
period significance in the D strict;

(ii1) the effect which the proposed change
wi || have upon the general historic and
architectural nature of the District;

(ti1) in the case of new construction,
conpatibility with the design guidelines
listed in Section 10 of this O di nance;

(tv) the witten determ nation of
appropriateness by the Historic Preservation
Specialist; and (v) the applicant's
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justification for the proposed activity,
including financial feasibility and cost
esti mates when necessary, as set forth in
Section 9. Recommendations to Council may
i nclude conditions of approval that nodify
an applicant's initial application if the
applicant agrees to the recommended

nodi fications.

(2) Recommendati ons Agai nst |ssuance of Certificates

of Appropriateness - |f the Conmm ssion decides to
recommend agai nst the granting of a Certificate
of Appropriateness, it shall indicate to the

applicant those changes, if any, which would
result in a positive reconmendation. The

Comm ssion shall wthhold its report to Counci

if the applicant agrees to return to the

Comm ssion at a future regularly schedul ed
meeting with revised plans for its consideration.

b. Conpensation - Conm ssion nenbers shall serve wthout
conpensati on.

C. Meetings - The Historic Conservation Conm ssion shal
nmeet at schedul ed public neetings, and if determ ned
necessary, at special neetings, advertised in
accordance with the Pennsyl vania Sunshi ne Law.

1714. 08 Powers and Duties of City Counci

a. The Gty Council shall certify to the
appropri ateness of the proposed erection,
reconstruction, or denolition of any building, in
whol e or in part, within the H storic Conservation
District.

b. The Gty Council shall consider the
recommendati ons of the Historic Conservation
Commi ssion for all applications for the erection,
reconstruction, or denolition of any building, in
whole or in part, within the H storic
Conservation District.

C. The City Council shall vote to approve, to
approve with conditions, to table for further
consideration or to deny any application for the
erection, reconstruction, or denolition of any
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1714. 09

a.

building, in whole or in part, within the
Hi storic Conservation District.

The Gty Council, in determ ning whether or not
to certify to the appropriateness of the
erection, reconstruction, or denolition of any

11

buil ding, in whole or in part, shall consider the

effect which the proposed change w Il have upon
the general historic and architectural nature of
the District.

The Gty Council shall act upon the

appropri ateness of frontal exterior architectural
features which can be seen froma public street
or way, only, and shall consider the general

desi gn, arrangenent, texture, and nmaterial of the

buil ding or structure and the relation of such
factors to simlar features of buildings and
structures in the D strict.

Upon approval of the proposed activity, the Cty
Council shall issue a Certificate of

Appropri ateness aut horizing the issuance of a
buil ding permt for the approved activity to the
Building O ficial.

Di sapproval of the Gty Council shall be in
witing, stating reasons therefor, and copy of

t he di sapproval shall be given to the applicant,
the Building Oficial, the H storic Conservation
Comm ssion, and to the Pennsyl vania Hi storical
and Museum Conmi ssi on.

Activities Requiring Certificates of
Appr opri at eness

Denolition

(1) Any activity visible fromthe public way
within the Historic Conservation District
requiring the issuance of a denolition
permt by the Building Oficial in
accordance wwth the Cty Building Code,
shall require the issuance of a Certificate
of Appropriateness by Cty Council; except
that denolition of the follow ng structures
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(2)

12

shall be exenpt fromthe provisions of this
O di nance:

(a) Accessory structures with footprints
| ess than 100 square feet.

(b) Accessory structures with footprints
greater than 100 square feet and
constructed in the last fifty (50)
years.

(c) Rear additions constructed in the |ast
fifty (50) years.

(d) Rear appurtenances, including but not
l[imted to porches, decks, patio roofs,
bal coni es, and sunroons.

Applications for demolition permts shall be
acconpani ed by the follow ng: (a)

phot ographs of the building, structure, or
part thereof proposed for denolition; (b)
phot ogr aphi ¢ evi dence and witten
description of the deteriorated condition of
the building or structure; (c) reason(s) for
the denolition; (d) explanation why
rehabilitation, reuse, plan alteration, or
stabilization with the intent to market and
sell the property is not feasible or
desirable; (e) proposed future use of the

| ot or part thereof occupied by the building
or structure proposed for denplition and
tineline for inplenmentation of proposed
future use; and (f) statenment on disposition
of architectural features/ building
material s.

b. Construction

(1)

Any construction, reconstruction, or major
alterations of principal structures or
appurtenances visible froma public way
within the H storic Conservation District
requi ring the issuance of building permt by
the Building Oficial in accordance with the
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(2)

13

Cty Building Code, shall require a
Certificate of Appropriateness, provided
that, (i) maintenance or repair of a

buil ding or structure or part thereof shal
not require review, and (ii) the follow ng
construction, reconstruction, or major

al terations of appurtenances or accessory
structures or elenents shall be exenpt from
the provisions of this Odinance:

(a) Rear appurtenances, including but not
l[imted to porches, decks, patio roofs,
bal coni es, and sunroons.

(b) Rear building additions intended as
year-round |iving space.

(c) Accessory structures in the rear or
side yard, including but not limted to
the foll owi ng: storage sheds, garages,
gazebos, detached decks, hot tub
encl osures, and ani nal shelters.

(d) Appurtenances and accessory el enents of
a decorative or ancillary nature,
including but not limted to awni ngs,
banners and fl ags, downspouts and
gutters, flower boxes, heating or
cooling units, light fixtures,
mai | boxes, and shutters.

Applications for Certificates of

Appropri ateness for construction,
reconstruction or assenbling of structures
and appurtenances, except those listed as
exenpt above, shall be acconpani ed by the
followng: (i) architectural drawings with
appropriate notes indicating conformty with
the design guidelines listed below in
Section 10; (ii) colored photographs of the
| ot or structure where the construction,
reconstruction or assenbling is to occur and
streetscapes adjacent to and directly across
the public street fromthe proposed
construction activity; and (iii)reason(s)
for any devi ations from desi gn gui delines
listed in Section 10, including financial
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feasibility and docunented cost estinmates or
alternatives, if appropriate.

Desi gn Cui del i nes

The general design, arrangenent, texture, and
material of a new building or structure and

the relation of such factors to simlar features
of buildings or structures in the Hstoric
Conservation District shall be detailed in the
application. Consideration shall be given but not
l[imted to the foll ow ng:

(1) Size, Scale, Proportion - New construction
should relate to the dom nant proportions,
size and scal e of period buildings (1900 to
1950) in the district. For exanple, |ong,
| ow buil dings are inappropriate amd taller
structures.

(2) Rhythm and Patterns - Design el enents of
princi pal facades should reflect and
mai nt ai n nei ghbor hood patterns of period
bui |l di ngs (1900 to 1950), i ncluding but not
l[imted to the follow ng: preval ent nunber
of bays; door and w ndow pl acenent; fl oor-
to-floor and corni ce heights; spacing
bet ween w ndows and doors and between
w ndows and cornices or rooflines; and
di mrensi ons of the facade's base and corni ce.
Where the use of the structure prevents
mai nt ai ni ng the preval ent rhythns and
patterns, the design shall incorporate
detailing to suggest them

(3) Wndow and Door Openings - The size and
desi gn of wi ndow and door openi ngs shoul d be
simlar to those of period buildings (1900
to 1950) in the imedi ate nei ghborhood.

(4) WMaterials and Textures - Building materials,
textures and treatnments should be conpatible
with those of period buildings (1900 to
1950) in the imed ate nei ghbor hood.
Traditional materials comon in the Historic
Conservation District, such as brick, wood
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and stone, are preferred.

(5 Architectural Details - New construction
shoul d i nclude details and appurtenances
reflecting the character defining features
of nei ghbor hood bui | di ngs of period
significance (1900 to 1950), such as
porches, porticos, cornices, lintels,
arches, quoins, and chi nmmeys.

(6) Shape and Massing - New construction shoul d

i ncor porate massi ng, building shapes, and
roof shapes that are present in period
bui | dings (1900 to 1950).

(7) Streetscapes - New construction shal
reflect prevailing setbacks, and physi cal
el emrents which define streetscapes, such as
brick walls, wought iron fences, building
facades or conbinations of these which form
vi sual continuity and cohesiveness with the
period buildings (1900 to 1950).

Application Review Procedure

The applicant shall submt a conpleted
application for a permt for any regul ated
activity to the Building Oficial no later than

t he deadline posted in the office of the Building
Oficial.

Fol |l owi ng the subm ssion deadline, the H storic
Preservation Specialist shall review each
application, field inspect the property, consult
with the applicant, if necessary, and prepare a
witten determ nation of appropriateness for the
Hi storic Conmm ssion and applicant.

At the tinme of application, the owner of record
or his representative shall be advised of the
time and place of the Comm ssion neeting when his
application will be considered and shall be
advised that his or his representative's
attendance at the neeting is required.

Public notification shall occur for al
applications. The Cty shall post the property
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where denolition or new construction is to occur
with a yellow notice easily read fromthe public
right - of - way.

e. The Hi storic Comm ssion shall render a decision
and recomendati on on any application no |ater
than 60 days after the filing of a conplete
appl i cation.

f. Upon the Conm ssion's rendering a decision, the
Hi storic Preservation Specialist shall submt the
Comm ssion's recommendati on, referencing the
appropriate Secretary of the Interior's Standards
wi th which the proposed activity conplies, to the
Council in time for action at its next regularly
schedul ed neeti ng.

g. If the Gty Council approves the application,
wi th any conditions recommended by the
Comm ssion, it shall issue a Certificate of

Appropri ateness authorizing the Building Oficial
to issue a building permt for the work covered
pursuant to those conditions.

h. If the Gty Council disapproves, a witten
reason(s) shall be given to the Building
Oficial, the applicant, and to the Pennsyl vani a
Hi storic and Museum Comm ssion. The di sapproval
shal | indicate what changes in the plans and
specifications would neet the conditions for
protecting (i) the distinctive historic character
of the District, and (ii) the architectural
integrity of the building or structure.

i Upon receipt of a witten disapproval of the Gty
Council, the Building Oficial shall disapprove
the application for a building permt and so
advi se the applicant. The applicant may appeal
this di sapproval to the County Court of Comon
Pleas within the time specified by |aw

] - In either case of approval or disapproval, the
Cty Council shall notify the applicant of its
decision within thirty (30) days of its neeting
at which the application was consi der ed.
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a.

Unr easonabl e Econom ¢ Hardship

When a cl ai mof unreasonabl e econom c hardship is
made in reference to denmolition due to the effect
of this Ordinance, the owner of record nust
present evidence sufficient to prove that as a
result of the Conm ssion's action, he is unable
to obtain a reasonable return or a reasonabl e
beneficial use fromthe property. The owner of
record shall submt by affidavit to the

Comm ssion some or all of the infornation bel ow,
at the discretion of the Comm ssion, which shal

i nclude but not be limted to the foll ow ng:

(1) Formof ownership or operation of the
property, whether sole proprietorship, for-
profit or nonprofit corporation, limted
partnership, joint venture or other.

(2) Date property was acquired by current owner.

(3) Nanme and address of previous owner.
(4) Purchase price.
(5) Current equity in the property.

(6) All appraisals and/or narket val ue anal yses
obtained within the previous two years by
the owner or applicant in connection with
purchase, offering for sale, financing or
ownership of the property, or for other
purposes. |If none were previously prepared,
a current appraisal or market value analysis
shall be subm tted.

The Conmm ssion may require that an applicant
furnish additional information relevant to its
determ nati on of unreasonabl e econom ¢ hardshi p.

The Comm ssion may request and consi der studies
and econom ¢ analyses relating to the property in
guesti on.

Shoul d the Conmmi ssion determ ne that the owner's
present return is not reasonable, it nust
consi der whether there are other uses currently

17
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al l oned that woul d provide a reasonable return
and whet her such a return could be obtained

t hrough investnment in the property for
rehabilitati on purposes. The Conmm ssion nmay
choose to recommend to the City Council and City
Adm ni stration that special econom c incentives
be devel oped to assist the owner in maintaining
the property and obtaining a suitable economc
return or achieving a reasonabl e beneficial use.

e. Shoul d the applicant prove to the satisfaction of
the Comm ssion that he will suffer an
unr easonabl e econom c hardship if a Certificate
of Appropriateness is not approved, and should
t he Comm ssion be unable to develop with the City
Council and Adm nistration a solution which can
relieve the owner's econom c hardship, the
Comm ssion may reconmend a Certificate of
Appropri ateness for denolition.

1714. 13 Notice of Violation

The Building Oficial shall serve notice of violation
on the property owner of record for any unauthorized
regul ated activity and for any denolition by neglect as
well as for work done contrary to the work authorized by
the Certificate of Appropriateness.

1714. 14 Enf or cenent

The Building O ficial or his designated representative

shal | have the power to institute any proceedings at |aw or
in equity necessary for the enforcenment of this O dinance.
I f an existing building or structure has been denvolished in
violation of the provisions of this O dinance, no building
permt for new construction on that |lot shall be issued for
two years fromthe date of notice of violation

1714. 15 Penal ty

Any person, property owner, occupant, firmor
contractor violating any of the provisions of this
Ordi nance shall, upon conviction therefor, be fined not
| ess than one hundred dollars ($100) and not nore than
t hree hundred dollars ($300) for the first offense, and not
| ess than three hundred dollars ($300) and not nore than
si X hundred dollars ($600) for each and every offense
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thereafter, together with costs of prosecution, and in
default of paynent thereof, shall be inprisoned for not
nore than ninety days. Each day of violation as to any
section of this article shall constitute a separate

of f ense.

(Ord. 3952 - Passed 4/20/99.)
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ARTI CLE 1714 - EXH BIT B

DESCRI PTI ON OF LAND
DESI GNATED AS
H STORI C CONSERVATI ON DI STRI CT

The City of Bethlehem Conservation District shal
consi st of the geographic area included in the CB, CG and
RG Zoning Districts in Wards 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the Cty of
Bet hl ehem County of Northanpton, Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania, at the tinme of adoption of this Odinance, as
shown on the map, dated March 25, 1999, revised August 26,
1999, in accordance with approval of the Pennsylvani a
Hi storic and Museum Conm ssion (PHMC), and further revised
Novenber 16, 1999, bounded and described as foll ows:

Begi nning at a point, said point being the
intersection of the centerline of the Hll to H Il Bridge
with the centerline of the West Third Street Ranp, said
poi nt al so being the true point of beginning, thence in a
northerly direction along the centerline of the HIIl to
Hll Bridge to a point, said point being the intersection
of the centerline of the Hll to H Il Bridge with the
extension of the north property |ine of #240 Union Station
Pl aza, thence in an easterly direction along the northern
property |line of #240 Union Station Plaza to a point, said
poi nt being the intersection of the northern property line
of #240 Union Station Plaza with the eastern property line
of #240 Union Station Plaza, thence in a sout hwest
direction along the eastern property line of #240 Union
Station Plaza to a point, said point being the extension of
the eastern property line of #240 Union Station Plaza with
the south street |line of West Second Street, thence in a
sout heastern direction along the south street |ine of West
Second Street to a point, said point being the intersection
of the south street Iine of West Second Street with the
extension of the west street |ine of Brodhead Avenue,
thence in a southern direction along the extension of the
west street |ine of Brodhead Avenue to a point, said point
being the intersection of the extension of the west street
I ine of Brodhead Avenue with the centerline of the existing
railroad tracks, thence in a southeasterly direction al ong
the centerline of the existing railroad tracks to a point,
said point being the intersection of the centerline of the
existing railroad tracks with the centerline of West Third
Street, thence in a easterly direction along the centerline
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of West Third Street to a point, said point being the
intersection of the centerline of West Third Street and the
extension of the west property |ine of Banana Factory
parking lot, thence in a northerly direction along the west
property line of the Banana Factory parking ot to a point,
said point being the intersection of the extension of the
west property line of the Banana Factory parking lot with
the centerline of West Second Street, thence in a easterly
direction along the centerline of West Second Street to a
point, said point being the intersection of the centerline
of East Second Street and the centerline of Colunbia
Street, thence in a easterly direction along the centerline
of Colunmbia Street to a point, said point being the
intersection of the centerline of Colunbia Street with the
centerline of Polk Street, thence in a southerly direction
along the centerline of Polk Street to a point, said point
being the intersection of the centerline of Polk Street
with the centerline of the existing railroad tracks, thence
in a easterly direction along the centerline of existing
railroad tracks to a point, said point being the
intersection of the centerline of the existing railroad
tracks wwth the centerline of Fillnore Street, thence in a
southerly direction along the centerline of Fillnore Street
to a point, said point being the intersection of the
centerline of Fillnore Street with the centerline of Evans
Street, thence in a easterly direction along the centerline
of Evans Street to a point, said point being the
intersection of the centerline of Evans Street and the
centerline of Pierce Street, thence in a southerly
direction along the centerline of Pierce Street to a point,
said point being the intersection of the centerline of
Pierce Street with the centerline of Evans Street, thence
in a easterly direction along the centerline of Evans
Street to a point, said point being the intersection of the
centerline of Evans Street with the centerline of Mnroe
Street, thence in a southerly direction along the
centerline of Monroe Street to a point, said point being
the intersection of the centerline of Monroe Street with
the centerline of Mechanic Street, thence in a easterly
direction along the centerline of Mechanic Street to a
point, said point being the intersection of the centerline
of Mechanic Street with the centerline of Hayes Street,
thence in a southerly direction along the centerline of
Hayes Street to a point, said point being the intersection
of the centerline of Hayes Street with the centerline of
East Morton Street, thence in a westerly direction al ong
the centerline of East Morton Street to a point, said point
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being the intersection of the centerline of East Mrton
Street and the centerline of Webster Street, thence in a
southerly direction along the centerline of Whbster Street
to a point, said point being the intersection of the
centerline of Webster Street with the centerline of East
Morton Street, thence in a westerly direction along the
centerline of East Morton Street to a point, said point
being the intersection of the centerline of Wst Mrton
Street with the centerline of Brodhead Avenue, thence in a
northerly direction along the centerline of Brodhead Avenue
to a point, said point being the intersection of the
centerline of Brodhead Avenue with the extension of the
once common property line between City of Bethlehem Ward 2
Bl ock 10 Assessnent Lot 5 and Ward 2 Bl ock 10 Assessnent

Lot 6, thence in a westerly direction along said once
comon property line between City of Bethl ehem Ward 2 Bl ock
10 Assessnent Lot 5 and Ward 2 Bl ock 10 Assessnent Lot 6 to
a point, said point being the intersection of the once
common property line between City of Bethl ehem Ward 2

Bl ock 10 Assessnent Lot 5 and Ward 2 Bl ock 10 Assessnent

Lot 6 with the centerline of Birkel Avenue, thence in a
northerly direction along the centerline of Birkel Avenue
to a point, said point being the intersection of the
centerline of Birkel Avenue with the centerline of West
Fourth Street, thence in a westerly direction along the
centerline of West Fourth Street to a point, said point
being the intersection of the centerline of Wst Fourth
Street with the centerline of Broadway, thence in a

sout hwesterly direction along the centerline of Broadway to
a point, said point being the intersection of the
centerline of Broadway with the centerline of Wandotte
Street, thence in a northeasterly direction along the
centerline of Wandotte Street to a point, said point being
the intersection of the centerline of Wandotte Street with
the centerline of West Third Street, thence in a northerly
direction along the centerline of Wandotte Street to a
point, said point being the intersection of the centerline
of the West Third Street Ranp with the centerline of the
HIll to H Il Bridge, said point being the place of
begi nni ng.

(Ord. 3952 - Passed 4/20/99; Ord. 3972 - Passed 11/16/99;
Ord. 3989 - Passed 2/1/00.)



